Parish of Downpatrick
Sunday 7 December 2025

Second Sunday of Advent
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MASS INTENTIONS:

Saturday 6 December, St. Patrick’s 5pm:

Anniv: Brigid Vaughan, Patricia Brown, Kay McAllister,
Sunday 7 December, St. Patrick’s 10.30am:

1°t Anniv Sean Fitzsimons Jnr.

Monday 8 December, St Patrick’s, 7.30pm

Anniv: Joan Carson, Iris Lannon,

Margaret Whinnery,

Kathleen O’Reilly,

Your Prayers are Requested for:
Recently Deceased: Mary Ellen Nugent, Aidan Campbell,

Anniv: Sr Mary Joseph, Sr. Brigid, Maura Megahey, Patrick Ward,
Margaret Keenan,

Thomas & Annie O’Hare, Kay McAllister, Kitty & Jofy McKeating

PARISH COLLECTIONS:
30 Nov: Offertory: £2115

If you wish to donate directly via Bank Transfer the
parish bank details are: Account Name: Parish of
Downpatrick, Account Number: 80146471, Sort Code:
95-06-79 (please add an identifying name to your
transaction) or you can contact the Parish Office for a
Standing Order Form.

The Second Collection today is the Monthly Stipend
Collection. This is the collection for the upkeep of
parish clergy.

Thank you for your continued support
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Wish to acknowledge, with thanks, a donation of £50
received this week in St. Patrick’s. We sincerely
appreciate all of the support form Parishioners and
friends.

The foodbank is currently seeking donations of sweets,
biscuits, and selection boxes — if you can help, please
leave in the trolley at St Patrick’s or in the Parish office
during office hours. Your ongoing support is
appreciated, especially as we approach Christmas.

‘We love because he first loved us’

Contacts:
|Parish Office: 028 44612084

PARISH PRIEST: Fr Eugene O’Neill
Address: 54 St Patrick’s Avenue, Downpatrick, BT30 6DN

Office hours 10.00am - 2.00pm Monday-Thursday,
Closes 1pm on Friday.
Parish Secretary: Mary Cullen Tel: 02844612084

You can contact us by telephone or email. Since Downpatrick
is a very busy Parish Office; we can’t always answer the phone
immediately. Please leave a message with your telephone
number and we will call you back.

|Parish email: downpatrick@downandconnor.org

Website: www.stpatricksdownpatrick.com

Qdownpatrickfamilyofparishes

Downpatrick Parish Mass Schedule:
Weekend Masses
Vigils
St. Patrick’s 5pm
St Brigid’s 6.30pm
Sunday
St Patrick’s 10.30am

St. Malachy’s — 7 December at 9am

Advent is a time of preparation for Christmas.

Each week has its own emphasis in the scriptures and
prayers of the Mass. The Italian custom of blessing the crib
figures of the infant Jesus from family homes on the Third
Sunday of Advent has found a place in Downpatrick Parish.
We will do things slightly differently this year. You are
encouraged to bring your crib figure of the Infant Jesus to
Mass on the 3™ Sunday of Advent. Fr. Eugene will bless
them from the altar and will move through the church to
sprinkle them with holy water. Refreshments available in
Crypt afterwards.

Pilgrims Of Hope — 24 Hours for The Lord:

Fr. Eugene will hear confessions on Saturday 13
December from the earlier time of 3.30pm,
finishing just before the 5pm Mass, this will allow
extra space for those who wish to attend
Confession this Advent Season.

The Magic of Christmas:

Concert in St. Patrick’s  Church,
Downpatrick on December 22 at 7.30pm.

Join Fr Eugene O’Hagan, Fr Martin O’Hagan
and Margaret Keys in concert, featuring
Scala String Orchestra & Ulster Orchestra
Musicians — Guest Choirs, and Pianist
Trevor Burnside.

Tickets available from the Parish Office or
via www.eventbrite.ie

Limited Number of Tickets available from
the Parish Office. Those who have reserved
tickets are asked to call to collect from the
Parish Office this week — Tickets not

Feast of The Immaculate Conception:

Monday 8 December is a Holy Day of Obligation,
Mass will be Celebrated in St Patrick’s Church at
7.30pm

Holy Communion for Gluten Intolerance / Coeliac: |f
you need to receive a gluten-free host, just pop
into the sacristy before Mass and this will be
arranged.

Parish Shop;

Open before and after Weekend Masses. Pop in and
browse our collection of Christmas Stock - Cribs, Lanterns,
Lights and Cards. We also stock devotional candles, prayer
books, children's gifts, rosary beads, medals, alongside
Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation and Wedding
gifts. The shop can be opened outside of Mass times by
arrangement through the Parish Office.

Apostolic Work:

Annual Christmas Draw on Sunday 13 December
immediately after Mass in ‘Patrick’s Place’. All
Welcome — Help Support the Missions!

Parish Carol Service: In St Patrick’s Church on Sunday
14t December at 5pm.

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

“If we practice seeing with the eyes of
Jesus, we will always be able to recognise
those who need our help’

(Pope Francis)
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Reflection

"God of Love, your son, Jesus, is your greatest gift to
us. He is a sign of your love. Help us walk in that love
during the weeks of Advent, as we wait and prepare
for his coming. We pray in the name of Jesus, our
Saviour"




